
Windmill Weekly (23) 
Achievement through Creativity, Community and Challenge   

 
 

Value for March  – Thoughtfulness                                                 07 March 2025 

 

 

 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

 

Staff Emails 

Unlike many schools we give you access to the staff email addresses. However, with  staff wellbeing in 

mind, I  want to remind you that staff emails should only be used for important messages. Also please 

don't expect staff to respond after 5:00pm and at weekends. Some staff will choose to reply to emails 

outside of normal working hours but it is not a school expectation that they will. I am sure that you all 

understand this. 

 

Book Fair 

Thank you to everyone who supported the Book Fair last week. 

 

World Book Day 

I thought the children all looked amazing in their book character outfits yesterday. Well done to them all! 

 

One Way System 

I have had a few comments about the congestion in the path into school by the Church because the one 

way system isn't being observed. Please can I remind you that it is much safer for everyone if you follow 

the one way system. Enter by the Church side of the building and exit via the black gates in the car park. 

 

Strictly Junior 

Well done to all of the children who competed in the Strictly Junior competition last Saturday. The Year 

3 /4 team came 3rd and got a very impressive trophy to keep. The competition in the Year 5 / 6 section 

was particularly tough, and despite the children performing brilliantly they weren't placed. I was very 

proud of all of the children. 

 

School Street Survey 

Oxfordshire County Council is carrying out a review of the phase 1 school streets to monitor how it is 

working for people. The council will be looking at a number of things such as air quality, traffic, parking 

and numbers of people walking, wheeling and cycling to and from the school. We would also like to hear 

your views of the school street – how it has been working for you, and anything that is not working as well 

as it should do. A report will be produced from the survey results after it has closed, which will be shared 

with the school. 

  

Please could you take a few minutes to complete the survey below. All responses to the survey will be 

anonymous. 

https://letstalk.oxfordshire.gov.uk/school-streets-review-phase-1 

  

 

  

https://letstalk.oxfordshire.gov.uk/school-streets-review-phase-1


Key Dates 

 

 

19 March Parent Interviews for whole school 

21 March Vision Screening – Reception children only 

21 March Comic Relief 

1 April Year 4 performance 2.00pm 

2 April Orchestra Concert 9.00am 

2 April Year 4 performance 6.00pm 

4 April House Cross Country 

4 April Last day of term – finish at 2.30pm 

Tuesday 22 April First day of term 5 8.40am 

 

Next Year’s Term Dates 

All the INSET days have now been set for the next academic year. If you would like to view the calendar 

please follow this link to our website Windmill Primary School - Term Dates. 

WOW – Walk to School 

As you may be aware, we have been given a free opportunity to take part in the Living Streets WOW 

programme for the current academic year. The children have been able to earn badges for walking / 

cycling / scooting or doing Park and Stride to get to school. The aim is to reduce the number of children 

coming to school by car.  Windmill Primary was 70th on the national February leaderboard. With 958 

schools recording in England, this is great work. 

Second-hand Uniform 

The pre-loved uniform shop (https://app.uniformd.co.uk/items/windmill-primary-school) is constantly 

restocked with donations, so don’t forget to take a look if you need to top up. The team have just added 

quite a lot of PE kit, in time for the house cross-country at the end of term. 

Plus! Advanced notice that we’ll be holding an in-person sale of shorts and summer dresses in the 

playground before the running starts at the cross-country event      

Term 4 School Health Nurse Newsletter 

Please find here the Oxford Health NHS Foundation Trust School Health Nurse Newsletter for Term 4: 

https://sway.cloud.microsoft/1nc5etAV4eEc1vHl?ref=email 

Smart Watches 

Please be aware that smart watches are not allowed for children (e.g. vtech and similar). Many have the 

ability to photograph, video, audio record, and receive/make calls. The ability to do these things are 

against our Safeguarding and GDPR policies. If you feel your child needs the watch, they must hand it in 

to the teacher at the beginning of the day, and it will then be returned at the end of the day. If a child is 

seen wearing these type of watches, they will be confiscated and returned to the parent. 

Smartphone Free Childhood  

Just a reminder that the school is hosting a virtual parent workshop by Jennifer Powers from PAPAYA 

(https://www.papayaparents.com).  

Other local schools part of the school partnership have also been invited.  

The workshop will be held online on Microsoft Teams NEXT WEEK on Wednesday 12th March at 

7.30pm for 1 hour, followed by 15 minutes to ask questions. Link below and a few points to note- 

 

• The talk is in two parts. The first part covers the evidence around the impact of smartphones and 

social media on children. 

• Parents are encouraged to make their own decisions about what's right for their families. 

https://www.windmill.oxon.sch.uk/page/?title=Term+Dates&pid=35
https://app.uniformd.co.uk/items/windmill-primary-school
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/1nc5etAV4eEc1vHl?ref=email
https://www.papayaparents.com/


• The second part talks about solutions - both for children who do not yet have smartphones and 

those who do. 

• Parents repeatedly say they learned a lot and highly recommend the talk. 

• The talk is non-judgmental but hard hitting. 

• All parents and staff are encouraged to attend but it is not appropriate for children (except 

babes in arms). 

 

Chessington Inset Day Trip - 20th June 

After last year's brilliant Legoland trip, this year for the June 20th inset day the PTA has arranged a 

great discount rate for Chessington World of Adventures: a zoo, sealife centre and theme park which 

includes rides ranging from classic rollercoasters, to 'World of Jumanji', to Julia Donaldson-inspired 

attractions for younger siblings. At around 1 hr 15 mins from school, it's not too much further than 

Legoland, so it's a perfect spot for another group trip! 

 

Day tickets are usually £29 per person, but we have secured a group rate of £20 for children and £25 

for adults, which includes a small profit for the PTA. Please note that this is NOT a school trip - you will 

be responsible for making your own way, and for supervising your children whilst there.  

 

To secure your slot, please use this form, AND make a bank transfer for the correct amount to the PTA 

account:  

 

Sort code: 20-65–21 

Account number: 00978604 

 

PLEASE use a payment reference of the following format:  

ELDEST CHILD SURNAME & INITIAL-CLASS e.g. JOHNSONH-TIGERS 

 

All tickets must be booked by May 15th. The PTA can cover a small number of tickets for families who 

would not otherwise be able to attend - if you'd like to be considered for these tickets, please 

email windmillpta@gmail.com 

 

(short link for form in case you can't click through: http://bit.ly/4bpXQ6h) 

 

PTA Survey 

Thanks to those who have responded already to our survey. We would love a few more replies. Your views 

are important to us. Can you spare two minutes to complete this short survey? 

https://tinyurl.com/windmillptaquestionnaire Your feedback and ideas are really helpful in shaping the 

future of the PTA and making sure that we support our school and our children in the best ways possible. 

Thank you. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

Lynn Knapp 

Headteacher 

 

  

https://www.chessington.com/tickets-passes/#tickets
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf6UeS7mrBklo7EjOP74KcHkOUKFYb6JVk-VeTwqS_omMRjIA/viewform
mailto:windmillpta@gmail.com
http://bit.ly/4bpXQ6h
https://tinyurl.com/windmillptaquestionnaire


The Swim School at Barton Leisure Centre now offers weekly swimming lessons from preschool beginners 

age 3 up, to Stage 5 swimmers, with a focus on building water confidence, technique, and a love for 

swimming.  

 

Weekly Swimming Lesson Schedule: 

1. Monday to Thursday: 4:00 PM – 6:00 PM 

2. Saturday: 8:30 AM – 12:00 PM 

3. Sunday: 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM  

 

Additionally, intensive swimming crash courses run during the school holidays:  

7th of April-11th of April 

14th of April-18th of April 

  

09:00-09:30- Stage 1 

09:30-10:00- Stage 2 

10:00-10:30- Stage 3  

10:30-11:00- Stage 1 

 

Barton Leisure Centre has a Big Open weekend this weekend, 8th & 9th March. We have FREE taster 

swimming lessons, you don’t need to be a member or have visited us before. 

 

Visit the link for more information:   Welcome | Barton Leisure Centre | Gym | Swim | Fitness 

Or ask at reception. 

 
 

 

https://www.oxfordcityleisure.com/barton-leisure-centre/


 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 


