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Dear Parents / Carers, 

 

Today’s newsletter is filled with thank yous! 

 

As I write my final newsletter I am filled with such emotion – I’m sorry to all of you who I have cried over 

in the last few weeks! Being the Headteacher at Windmill has been more than just a job and it has been 

the greatest privilege of my life to be able to lead such a wonderful school. I am often given the credit 

for making Windmill the outstanding school it has become, but the truth is that I couldn’t have done it 

alone. The staff, children and you as parents and carers have backed me throughout my whole journey and 

I can’t thank you all enough for that! It is with great sadness that I am leaving Windmill to take up my 

retirement, but I am also a little bit excited about having a bit more time to myself and to be able to 

spend more time with my family. I can absolutely guarantee that I will be back at Windmill for various 

events, and maybe a little bit of dancing! I also have 100% confidence in Mr Howe and his team to lead 

the school forward! 

 

It was such an amazing surprise to see so many of you at my special assembly yesterday afternoon. Thank 

you from the bottom of my heart. 

 

Thank you so much for the incredible generosity from you all. The lovely messages and incredible gifts 

have just been overwhelming!  I’m sorry I won’t have the chance to thank you all personally. Thank you too 

if you have sent me the photos that you have been taking of your children with me; they are a lovely 

memory too. 

 

A Huge Thank You! 

• Thank you to all of the Year 6 children who are leaving us today. They have all been absolutely amazing 

and we know that they are all ready for this next step to secondary school. We wish them all lots of 

luck! 

• Thank you to the rest of the children in the school who always work so hard to do their best and have 

some fun too. 

• Thank you to my amazing staff team! We are so lucky as a school to have such a fantastic team of 

staff who are always happy to go the extra mile to make sure that the experience the children have 

at Windmill is the best we can give them.  

• Thank you to all of you for being so supportive of our school but also being happy to come and have a 

chat when you have had concerns. 

• Thank you to the PTA and all of you who have supported their fundraising events so the children can 

have some additional resources that we can’t afford from our school budget. 

• Thank you to our Governors who are always so supportive of the school and what we aim to achieve. 

Finally, lots of luck if you and your family are moving away from Oxford over the summer. I hope that you 

settle quickly into your new places and schools. 

 



Staff who Leaving 

Mr Habbershaw 

I would like to wish Mr Habbershaw lots of luck in his new school in London. He has made a brilliant 

contribution to the lives of the children who have come through his class and also his sports activities. 

Sport in the school had flourished under his leadership. 

 

Mr McCormack 

It has been a pleasure to have Mr McCormack at Windmill, although for a short time. I wish him lots of 

luck with his future plans. 

 

Cathy Oliveira 

We are very sad that Cathy Oliveira, who works in the school office is leaving, but we wish her lots of 

luck in her new role in Cheney Sixth form. 

 

Summer Concert 

Congratulations to all of the children who performed in the Summer Concert last Friday morning. It really 

celebrated the range of musical talent we have in school. A huge thank you to Mrs Reading for 

coordinating it. 

 

School App 

As you have all been made aware, this App will be switched off from 31st July this year. 

 

The school are moving over to the Juniper app which links into our website. The sign up process for the 

app is longer, we appreciate but it is more secure and should allow us to send you more specific updates 

and information in the future.  

 

Emails were automatically sent out to your school registered addresses on 9th July from Juniper. Please 

check any spam folders if you have any issues. More details can be found on this 

flyer: https://junipereducation.org/hubfs/Communicate%20flier.pdf?hsLang=en 

 

Key Dates 

 

 

3 September Start of Term 1 2026 / 2027 

 

CLASS PHOTOS– VIEWING CARDS 

Following Pret-a-Portrait’s recent visit to take the class photographs, a viewing card explaining how you 

can view and order pictures, should be with you at home now. The QR code/sitting ID is identical to those 

sent home on the day that the photos were taken. 

 

Please ask your children to give it to you as soon as possible so you have a chance to order any pictures 

you would like at a discounted price before the Early Bird Deadline which has now been extended to 21st 

July 2026. 

 

If for any reason your viewing card doesn’t make it home, contact Pret-a-Portrait directly after that date 

on 0800 021 7626 or customerservice@pret-a-portrait.net 

 

Dolce School Dinners 

Due to increased costs Dolce is increasing the cost of a school dinner to £3.10 per meal from September 

2026. This is £15.50 a week.  

 

 

https://junipereducation.org/hubfs/Communicate%20flier.pdf?hsLang=en
mailto:customerservice@pret-a-portrait.net


Clubs 

The club list for September 2026 is on the school website 

https://www.windmill.oxon.sch.uk/page/?title=Extra+Curricular+Activities&pid=19&action=saved 

 

Many clubs are already taking bookings. Please contact them directly to book your child a place. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

Lynn Knapp 

Headteacher 
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FUTURE NETBALL STARS WANTED!            

 

Following a massive 2025/26 season, Abbey Netball Club’s Junior Section is growing, and we want YOU to 

join the club for the upcoming season! 

 

Our junior section is thriving, coming off the back of an amazing season where our U15s secured league 

titles and our U13s finished as runners-up.           

 

We are also thrilled to announce a BRAND NEW U11 section for this year!        

 

Whether your daughter is a seasoned player or looking to start her netball journey, here is where you can 

find us each week: 

    U11 Squad (Year 5/6) : Wednesdays | 6:30pm - 7:30pm | Headington Senior School 

    U13 Squad (Year 7/8): Thursdays | 5:30pm - 6:30pm | Swan School 

 

                 Our U11 and U13 squads play their matches on Sundays. 

 



      U11’s Training starts on Wednesday 2nd September at Headington Rye Senior School from 6:30-

7:30pm. 

     Trials will be taking place for U13s on Thursday 3rd & 10th September at Headington Rye Prep School. 

All trials start from 6:30-7:45pm. 

 

Want to bring your daughter along for a session or find out more? 

     Email us today at abbeynetballoxford@googlemail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 

Get around for £1 - Oxford Bus Company and Thames Travel 

 

Young people aged 18 and under can apply for a bus pass that allows them to travel for just £1 per journey 

within the Oxford City Zone. 

 

Please check the eligibility criteria and application details before applying. 

 

 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 

 



 


