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Dear Parents / Carers, 

 

I hope the second full week of term has been a good one for you and your children. It has been lovely to 

see everyone settling into new routines, building relationships and getting to know one another. 

 

As part of this, some of the Senior Leaders in school have been running ‘Getting to Know Me’ assemblies 

for children in Years 1–6. So far, the children have heard from myself, Mrs Russell, Mrs Aspden and, 

today, Mr Davies. On Monday, Miss Atkinson will complete the final assembly in the series. 

 

It would be great to see how much the children remember about each of the adults, so do ask them about 

the assemblies and see if you can find out whether there was anything in particular that stood out to 

them! 

 

Friday DJ is going strong with a Swift vs Swift battle last week. It was “Blank Space” vs “I knew it, I 

knew you” with Blank Space coming out on top by about 50 votes. Mrs Russell chose the songs today so we 

will see what is played between 8.30am and 8.40am next week. If you and your children would like to be 

part of the vote then please make sure you are here before 8.40am and use the gate next to the bike 

shed to get into school.  

 

Gates and the school building 

Thank you to everyone who has clearly been making the effort to be at school on time this week. I noticed 

from Monday that lots of people were here and into class by 8.40am. Could I please remind parents that 

you should only be in the school building if you are signed in via the office and not around the corridors at 

drop off or pick up times. Open mornings are an exception to this but staff will have plans in place to keep 

everyone in the correct areas.  

 

INSET Day 

I would like to remind everyone that we have a planned INSET day (no children in school) on Monday 2nd 

November this year. It is the first Monday after half term.  

 

Dates 

You will notice that some key dates for events are starting to appear on the school calendar. Once synced 

they will also appear on the school app. The dates do sometimes change so do check back at times for 

added or amended events. You can view the Google calendar here: 

WPS Parents Calendar 

 

Vacancies 

We currently have 3 vacancies in school. One is for a member of the office team, another is a Reception 

lead teacher and the final one is for a cleaner. If you are interested in any of these, please see the school 

website for a full description of the role.  

 

Coffee Morning 

We will be holding the next coffee morning on Tuesday 29th September from 8.45am until 9.45am in the 

after-school club room. Please come and meet Michelle Griffiths (SENCO) and Sally Painter (Home School 

Link Worker).  

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=d2luZG1pbGwub3hvbi5zY2gudWtfZW9pbGNrZjFsY29naWdpb2Zmbm1ocTRuYmtAZ3JvdXAuY2FsZW5kYXIuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbQ


 

Key Dates 

 

 

7 October Flu Immunisation 

9 October Non Uniform Day for tombola prize 

10 October Autumn Fayre 

14 October Parent Interviews – late evening 

23 October 2026 End of Term 1 

2 November 2026 MONDAY - INSET Day 

3 November 2026 TUESDAY – Start of Term 2 

 

Friday 9th October NON-UNIFORM DAY!  

In exchange for own clothes, please bring a small prize for the Autumn Fayre tombola, e.g. toys, books, 

puzzles. Second-hand is fine, but something in good condition that you'd be happy for your child to 

receive. If buying new, £5 max spend. 

 

Young Carers at Windmill 

Family circumstances may mean that from an early age some children and young people provide regular 

care and support to another family member and may take on some practical and/or emotional caring 

responsibilities. 

 

At Windmill we organize a monthly support group for our amazing young carers. Our first group will take 

place on Tuesday 22nd September. 

 

Please see below for more information. 

 

YOUNG CARERS AT WINDMILL  

 At Windmill School, we are committed to recognising and celebrating the incredible young people in our 

school community who take on caring responsibilities at home.  

 

A Young Carer is defined as a child under the age of 18 whose home and school life are affected by the 

needs of a dependent family member. This may include caring for a parent, grandparent, sibling, aunt, or 

uncle, and sometimes more than one family member. It may simply be that your child lives with someone 

who has additional needs, and this impacts their daily life  

 

Young Carers often do a lot of helpful things, such as  

• Cooking and preparing meals  

• Helping with the shopping  

• Cleaning around the house  

• Managing medicines or money  

• Giving personal care  

• Helping the person move and get out of the house  

• Looking after younger siblings  

• Providing emotional support  

• Keeping an eye on things generally  

  

To support our Young Carers, we run a young carers group once a month on Tuesdays, 9.00am – 9.30am 

where Young Carers can:  

• Relax and chat with friends  

• Enjoy art and mindfulness activities  

• Take some well-deserved “me time”  

• Play games and have fun  

 



Our first meeting will be on Tuesday 22nd September.  

  

For children aged 8 and above, we can refer/connect children with the charity ‘Be Free Young Carers’ 

 https://befreeyc.org.uk/, which offers additional support and opportunities.   

  

If you think your child is a young carer and was not known to us last year, please either speak to their 

class teacher or you can contact any of the staff below.  

  

Sally Painter, spainter@Windmill.oxon.sch.uk  

Michelle Griffiths or Lydia Grates, Senco@Windmill.oxon.sch.uk  

Adam Gibbs, agibbs@windmill.oxon.sch.uk  

 

The Magic of Reading at Home 

At Windmill Primary School, we endeavour to instil a lifelong love of reading in all our pupils. We want 

children to discover that books can transport them to new worlds, introduce them to fascinating 

characters and ideas, spark their imaginations and open the door to a wealth of knowledge. 

 

Reading at home is one of the most valuable things you can do to support your child’s learning. Just 10–15 

minutes of reading together each day can make a real difference to vocabulary, comprehension, 

confidence and, most importantly, a child’s enjoyment of books. 

 

Reading doesn’t always have to mean your child reading independently. Sharing a story, taking turns to 

read, listening to an audiobook or simply talking about a book together all help to develop a love of 

reading. The key is to make reading a positive and enjoyable part of family life. 

 

If your child struggles to find books that capture their interest, take a look at BookTrust’s Bookfinder. 

You can search for books by age, interests, themes and reading level, making it a fantastic way to 

discover something new that your child might enjoy. 

 

As Dr Seuss said: 

 

“You can find magic wherever you look. All you need is a book.” 

 

Flu immunisation – Wednesday 07 October 

Please see the letter at the end of the newsletter for full details. Please read the letter before clicking 

on the consent form link -  
https://www.oxfordhealthimms.co.uk/Forms/Flu?schoolcode=OX123047 

Club news 

The Lunas dance club on Thursdays from 3.10pm – 4.00pm is now accepting children from Year 1 to Year 6. 

Children must be able to follow instructions within a group setting. 

 

There are a few spaces available in the Chess club for children in Years 3-6. Please see the club list on 

the school website for full club details. 

 

Windmill PTA Autumn Fayre: Saturday 10 October, 1pm - 4pm 

The Autumn Fayre is back on Saturday 10 October from 1pm - 4pm. Bouncy castle, tombola, raffle, hot 

food, cakes, a tuck shop, book sale, a plant stall, face painting and fairground games. The school choir sing 

at 3pm, and Years 1 and 2 are putting on a dance. Free entry and everyone is welcome, so do bring 

grandparents, neighbours and friends.  

 

Volunteers 

We need volunteers, even half an hour helps. Sign-up lists for every stall are now open on Classlist, under 

the Autumn Fayre 2026 event. Your call reps will be in touch about the stalls your year group is running. 

https://befreeyc.org.uk/
mailto:spainter@Windmill.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:Senco@Windmill.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:agibbs@windmill.oxon.sch.uk
https://www.oxfordhealthimms.co.uk/Forms/Flu?schoolcode=OX123047


Some slots belong to no year group: setting up on the Friday afternoon and the Saturday morning, and 

clearing away at the end. Anyone can take those. Sign up here: Classlist.com 

 

Any questions please email windmillpta@gmail.com 

 

Join us for the first PTA meeting of the year! Monday 21st September at 7.30pm (open to all parents) 

 

Please join us for the first PTA meeting of the year next Monday 21st September at 7.30pm. Everyone is 

welcome to join, even if you can only attend for part of the meeting, and fine to keep cameras off if 

easier. Link for the meeting and agenda will be on Classlist. Look forward to seeing you there.  

 

Join from Zoom Workplace app - Zoom 

 

Autumn Fayre News 

Got a prize? We need it for the Autumn Fayre raffle! 

 

The Autumn Fayre raffle on October 10th is one of the PTA’s biggest fundraisers (last year: £1135, 

doubled-matched to £3,405). To do this, we need prizes from generous parents and local businesses. Big, 

small, quirky, useful, anything goes. 

 

Think vouchers, experiences, treats, bottles, hampers, tickets…if it’s something you’d want to win, it’ll 

work. 

 

To donate, please email us at windmillfayre@gmail.com or message me (Tomi Johnson) on Classlist. We can 

even collect from you. 

 

Funds raised go straight back into things for the children: trips, resources, playground, sensory room. 

 

Thanks in advance, 

Tomi 

 

Past raffle highlights: scooter, deer park trip, fitness sub, beauty treatments, whisky, canoeing, family 

photos, aerial acrobatics, cookbooks, massages, games. 

 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Vacancies 

We are seeking a school cleaner to start after 30 September 2026. 10 hours per week, 2 hours per day, 

Monday to Friday, 2 hours between 5.00am and 8.30am or 3.00pm – 5.00pm.The rate of pay is £13.07 per 

hour. 

 

This is an all year round contract so you will need to work during the school holidays, although hours can 

be blocked during the holidays if desired so you would not need to work every day.  All annual leave must 

be taken during the school holidays and cannot be taken during term time. 

 

This could be a term time only plus 3 week contract by request. This would be all 5 inset days plus 2 

weeks in the Summer holidays. 

 

We do ask that candidates have a good standard of spoken English and have a willingness to undertake 

online training and attend annual Safeguarding training in house. 

 

This position will require an enhanced DBS check. 

 

Please ask at the School Office for further information. 

https://app.classlist.com/parent/#/events/view/1539343260
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89485178443?pwd=3MOfbJIMcrwmZS2WdRmjnLabBaMtXB.1#success
mailto:windmillfayre@gmail.com


 

 

 



  





 


