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10 September 2021

Dear Parents / Carers
It has been such a pleasure to welcome back to school all of you who are already part of our Windmill
community. I hope that you all had a very happy and restful summer break. It has also been lovely to
welcome all of our new families, both new children in Reception and those of you who have joined in
other year groups, into school. We hope that your children will be very happy with us and I look
forward to getting to know both your children and yourselves better.
We are really hoping that this forthcoming academic year will be less disruptive than the last two.
We have relaxed some of our arrangements so that children can mix together in school more, but we
are still keeping some of our restrictions as it is really important that we try to prevent an outbreak
of virus transmission. One of the restrictions we are currently maintaining is limiting the number of
adults that we have on site and in the building which is a step we have taken very reluctantly. It is
very important to us that you all feel a part of our Windmill Community and feeling like we are
keeping restrictions on your access isn’t something we find easy. However, we very much hope that in
the near future we will be able to relax this too so that you are able to attend performances etc in
the school building.
Dropping Off / Picking Up
I wanted to apologise for some of the issues earlier in the week with the arrangements for dropping
children off and collecting children. If adults dropping their children off move right into the middle
of the playground the system will run more smoothly as access points won’t be blocked. Embedding
any new system can take time and we are confident that it will settle down. We are still open to
changing the arrangements if we find that there are still issues.
School Streets
Thank you so much for the new volunteers that we have received this week in response to the
message that went out on Classlist. We are still really short of volunteers for afternoon sessions so
if you can help in anyway we would really appreciate it. We are happy to take care of any children
after school until the School Streets barriers go down so childcare needn’t be a problem.
Parking
We have struggled with getting enough volunteers to set up the school streets closure on 3
afternoons this week which has made the road very unsafe for the children going home. We would
really appreciate you still continuing to park outside of the area directly in front of the school,
whether the barriers are there or not. It is all done to keep our children safe! I was really
disappointed to see the large number of cars parking outside the school, this week in the afternoon
because the barriers weren’t in place.
Dates List
We will be sending out a dates list for the next year with next week’s newsletter. There are a few
dates that we still need to finalise.
Communication
We have multiple ways of communicating with you in order that we have the biggest reach to our
school families. If you haven’t signed up for School App you can do this by:-

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Go to the App or Play store (depending on the type of phone you use)
Search for "School App for Parents" It is made by a company called ConnectUs Scotland
Download and open the app
Select Windmill School
The username you need is: Windmill (please note capital W) and the Pin code is 2527

Also please follow us on facebook and Twitter.
I am really looking forward to working with you all this year and seeing the successes that your
children are going to have.

Key Dates

16th October
11th November
18th November

Autumn Fayre
Flu immunisations – whole school
Vision Screening – Reception children only

MUSIC
Senior Choir
Choir for Y5 and Y6 will start on Monday after school in the hall until 4pm. Anyone in Y5 and Y6 is
welcome. Please email me to let me know that you would like your child to join choir –
pdwyer@windmill.oxon.sch.uk. We will be singing at the Autumn Fayre on Saturday 16th October and
hopefully in the Big Christmas Sing later in the year.
A lot of parents have asked about choir for Y4. There will definitely be an opportunity for Y4s to
sing, but whether it is a lunchtime, or after school depends on the numbers on Monday. I will let you
know as soon as possible.
Orchestra
Orchestra will begin on Thursday after school in the hall until 4pm. I will contact all the parents of
the children already in orchestra, but please email me if you would like your child to join. Children
need to have been playing their instrument for a while to be ready to take part.
I am afraid that we don't have guitars in orchestra.
Mrs Knapp has said that we can now have parent helpers, so if anyone is free to help on a Thursday
after school it would be much appreciated.
Instrumental Lessons
The instrumental lessons will be starting next week. I will make sure that the class teachers know
when and where the lessons are taking place.
Some of the locations have changed from last year. Drumkit lessons are now on a Tuesday.
Recorders
We are hoping to start recorders very soon. I will send out information as soon as I have the details.
Penny Dwyer – pdwyer@windmill.oxon.sch.uk
After School Clubs
A few of our indoor clubs are returning this term. The club list is now available to view on the extracurricular activities section of the school website. Please book your child a place with the club leader
before sending them to an after school club. Many have limited places available. Children not on the
club register will not be accepted.

The timetable for Mrs Knapp’s lunchtime dance and football clubs will be circulated in school. You do
not need to book a place for your child for lunchtime clubs.
New Chess Club
Chess in Schools and Communities (CSC) is a UK charity whose mission is to improve children’s
educational outcomes and social development by introducing them to the game of chess. They will be
providing us with a Chess tutor to run a new after school chess club on Tuesdays. We have a
maximum of 20 places available. Beginners and experienced players welcome. Initially we will be
offering these to children in Years 3 – 6 but do email us if a younger child is interested. Further
details can be found on the club list on the extra-curricular activities section of the school website.
School Dinners / Packed Lunch
The cost of school dinners for term 1 (Fri 3 Sept – Fri 22 Oct) is £79.20. Please note that school
meals must be ordered and paid for in advance.
If you pay weekly, payments (£11.00) must be paid by Monday morning for the week ahead. Please
use the School Gateway App to make lunch money payments.
A reminder that pupils must have either school meals all term or packed lunches all term, we cannot
cater for children having meals on odd days.
IMPORTANT - If your child would like to switch their meal preference, please email Christine in the
school office on cmeeson@windmill.oxon.sch.uk on or before the first day of term. If we are
unaware that your child has switched from packed lunch to school dinner, a dinner will not have been
ordered for them and if your child switches from school dinner to packed lunch and you have not
informed the office, you will be charged for the meal that has been prepared.
We would like to remind you that all children in KS1 (Reception, Year 1, and Year 2) qualify for free
school dinners under the Government Universal Infant Free School Meal scheme. If your child is not
already having school dinners, you will also need to request them through the office.
Download the free app. Search School Gateway in your app store and download.
Apple iphone users http://schoolgateway.co.uk/iosdownload
Android phone users http://schoolgateway.co.uk/androiddownload
Next PTA meeting, agenda & last minutes
The next Windmill PTA meeting will take place via Zoom at 7.30 pm on Thursday 16th September.
Please RSVP so we can send you an invite. If you have any items that you would like included in the
agenda please let us know by Sunday 12th September by email windmillpta@gmail.com or message us
on Classlist. Meetings are open to all parents/carers and school staff, and everyone is very welcome,
we particularly hope you will be able to join if you are new to the school. It’s a great way to find out
more. The meeting is on Zoom, you are welcome to come for some or all and whilst we would love to
see your face, you do not need to put your camera on. We hope you can join us! You can find the
minutes from the last meeting on classlist. Thank you! Windmill PTA
Classlist
Classlist is a key communication tool for parents and the PTA. If you have not already signed up then
it is quick and easy and you can do so here.
ttp://tinyurl.com/WindmillOX3
If you are already signed up but your child’s year group was shuffled this year then you will need to
manually assign yourself to their new class. You can do it yourself (Go to Profile - My Family- click on
the pencil icon- assign your class). If you are having any difficulties then email
windmillpta@gmail.com and we will try to help.

A request for class reps
It is really helpful for each class to have a class rep. This person is a first point of contact for
teachers to send messages to the rest of the class and for the PTA. There are sometimes events
(cake sales if they ever return or collections for end of year gifts etc) that the class rep helps to
coordinate. Do please reply to windmillpta@gmail.com or to the post on classlist if you are able to
volunteer. It is not an onerous job and the role can be shared if more than one person per class is
able to volunteer. Thank you, Windmill PTA
A date for your diary
After an enforced break, we are pleased to announce that The Autumn Fayre is back this year on
Saturday 16th October. Our theme is ‘Community Together’ and we hope to encourage just that with
games, stalls, food, dancing, busking and much more. As part of this theme we'd like parents to
'bring and share' food from home eg cakes,biscuits or savoury bites, etc that can be eaten
cold. There will be more details to follow and we will be asking for volunteers to help, but for now,
save the date.
Moving On – Year 6
Parents and carers of Year 6 children can now apply for transfer to Year 7 at secondary school.
Applications can be submitted online at: www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/secondaryadmissions
The deadline for receipt of completed applications is 31 October 2021.
 People who apply on time will be contacted on 1 March 2022, National Offer Day, with the offer
of a school place.
 People who miss the deadline are likely to be contacted later in the year and will have a much
lower chance of securing a pace at a preferred school.
Yours faithfully

Lynn Knapp
Headteacher
(If any images below are missing please view the Newsletter on the School Website –
www.windmill.oxon.sch.uk)

“Cheney School is pleased to be able to provide a number of face-to-face opportunities for
prospective students and their families to visit the school this September.
Our Open Evening for Year 4, 5 and 6 students and their families will be on the evening
of Thursday 23 September, 5.30pm-8.00pm.
We are offering a series of Open Mornings for students and their families on Tuesday 14
September, Thursday 16 September and Wednesday 22 September, 8.30am-10.00 am.
Our events are aimed at Year 6 students, but we also welcome interested students (and
families) from Years 4 and 5.
In order to prepare for these events, we are inviting prospective families to submit
questions in advance using our online form.
We look forward to meeting you soon.
Cheney Communications
communications@cheney.oxon.sch.uk ”

Windmill Primary School

Ceramics and Sculpture After School Club
Ewa Bogacz, ebogartoxford@gmail.com, 07834671850
Dear Parents / Carers,

19.07.21

We are pleased to announce that we are running a Ceramics and Sculpture After School Club for
KS1 and KS2. The aim of the club is to enable our children to express their natural artistic skills,
unleash their imagination as well as to relax after school tasks. Children just love it!
In the club the young artists create decorative and sculptural projects out of clay and other materials
as well as develop their skills in painting. All the materials will be provided. The club is run by a
local artist Ewa Bogacz.
The club is open to boys and girls in years 1 – 6. The club will run every term-week on

Wednesdays between 15 September and 15 December inclusive.
To enrol, simply would you please send me an email with your child details (name, year group
and class from September) Thank you. Payment ways - complete the cut off slip and return it
to Ewa Bogacz with your payment in a marked envelope before / after the first workshop.
Please make the cheques payable to Ewa Bogacz. If you prefer a bank transfer please let me
know.
DAY: Wednesday 15 September – 15 December TIME: 3.15 pm – 4.30 pm, classroom
TOTAL COST OF BEING PART OF THE CLUB - £104 (13 workshops - £8 each).
Discount for your second child - £90.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Ceramics and Art After School Club
Pupil’s Name ___________________________ Year Group_______ Class _____
My child requires an inhaler

□

Other medical needs to be aware of __________________________________
Emergency contact Telephone Number ______________________________
My child will be picked up at 4.30 by

________________

My child is in year 5 or 6 and is allowed to go home alone after the club
Signature of Parent / Guardian______________________________________
Please complete the form and make the cheques payable to Ewa Bogacz.

