Windmill Weekly (11)
Achievement through Creativity, Community and Challenge
Value for November – freedom

26 November 2021

Dear Parents / Carers
Mrs Dwyer
As you know Mrs Dwyer was planning on retiring at Christmas and her job was advertised in October.
We have been very pleased to recruit a new teacher for music who is very well qualified and
experienced in this role. However, she is unable to start in the full role until after Easter due to her
current contract. Mrs Dwyer has very kindly agreed to stay on at Windmill until at least the
February half term break, for which we are very grateful.
Parent Governor Election
We need to recruit 2 new parent governors. Please see the attached letter and nomination form.
Children in Need
Thank you to everyone who supported the Children in Need appeal last week. We were delighted to
raise £499.28 for the charity.
Covid Update
Since Monday, when we had a large number of children who had tested positive for Covid, we have
seen a reduction in the number of new cases being diagnosed through PCR tests.
Christmas Update
We are still planning that you will all be invited to our Christmas singing on 16 December at 9:15am so
please keep that time free if you can. You will need your thermals as it will be held outside in the
playground!
Salvation Army Toy Appeal
We will be taking part in the Salvation Army Toy Appeal as usual. The Salvation Army try to make
sure that every child gets a Christmas present, and they organise a collection of new toys, books etc
that can be distributed to children in need. We will be holding our Toy collection in the week 6 th –
10th December.

Key Dates

30th November
3rd December
16th December
17th December
5th January 2022

Big Xmas Sing for choir
9.15am – 10.00 am Reception Xmas Play
KS2 Xmas singing @ 9.15am
End of term @ 2.30pm
Start of term 3

100 Club
The winning numbers are for the November draw are
1st - £25
November

11

2nd - £15
76

3rd - £10
97

Congratulations to the winners - you should have received an email in the last weekend about claiming
your winnings. Next month there is double the chance to win as we do an extra draw! The club is
currently full, but we will most likely have spaces again after the new year.
Helen Baker, for the 100 club
Fundraising Activity for the PTA
Does your child belong on Santa’s nice list? If so you might be interested in helping fundraise for the
PTA with a personalised letter from the man himself.
Lapland Mailroom offer personalised Santa Letters and activity packs. These are usually priced at
£9.95 but using our Windmill discount code, they would be reduced to £7.95. Windmill PTA receives
£2 for every letter bought.
Parents can choose which letter version they prefer, which will then be personalised to their
requirements. The letter is also accompanied by a Personalised Nice Certificate, Sticker and a 16page activity booklet that features craft activities, colouring, puzzles and things to do.
You can order by visiting http://www.laplandmailroom.com/
If you order from their website using our Windmill discount code WND21 then you get money
off AND the PTA gets £2 for every order placed.
Yours faithfully

Lynn Knapp
Headteacher

(If any images below are missing please view the Newsletter on the School Website –
www.windmill.oxon.sch.uk)
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Achievement through Creativity, Community and Challenge

26 November 2021
Dear Parents and Carers

Parent Governor Vacancy
There is a vacancy for a parent governor on our school’s governing board and I am writing to invite
nominations to fill this vacancy.
The governing board has an extremely important role. They are responsible for the strategic direction of
the school, working in partnership with the headteacher, promoting high standards of educational
achievement and ensuring our resources are used to maximum impact. Governors individually have no
power but when they act collectively, as a corporate body instead of as individuals, they are very
powerful.
Parent governors are a vital part of the school’s governing board. They also help to ensure the board is
connected with the parents at the school (although you are not expected to be a spokesperson for
parents).
In looking to fill this vacancy the governors have identified the following skills, experience and attributes
that they feel would help strengthen the governing board:




A good knowledge of finance
Skills and knowledge within Human Resources
Health and safety

All governors receive training to help them carry out their role. Oxfordshire Governor Services runs a wide
variety of training courses for governors which you can attend, including an induction course for new
governors – we expect all our governors to complete induction training.
Nominations must be from parents or carers with children at the school on the day that nominations
close. The enclosed sheet summarises the disqualification criteria to serve as a governor. Anyone
standing for election must certify that they are not disqualified for any reason listed. All governors must
apply for a DBS check. The school will arrange that. Parents/carers who have paid employment in the
school for 500 hours per academic year or more or who are elected members of the Local Authority are
not eligible to stand in these elections.
If you would like to stand for election, please complete and sign the enclosed nomination form and return
it to the school office no later than 12 noon on Friday 3 December 2021]. You can nominate yourself.
Please include a few details about yourself and why you would like to become a governor. This will then
be circulated to all parents to help them decide who to vote for if an election is needed. You do not have
to complete this section, but if you don’t you may put yourself at a disadvantage if there is an election.

An election, by secret ballot, will be held if more nominations are received than the number of vacancies.
If an election is needed details of the procedure will be sent to all parents.

If you would like to know a little more about becoming a parent governor, please get in touch
with Mr Nick Hunter at nhunter@windmill.oxon.sch.uk who is at present himself a parent
governor.
Please think about taking on the role or encourage other parents to volunteer. We need committed
parent governors to make the governing board as effective as it can be.

Yours sincerely,

Headteacher

Chair of Governors

Election of Parent Governors

Nomination Form
Please return this form by midday on Friday 3 December 2021
Your name:

Address:

Email address:

Phone number:

Please tick
I declare that I have a child on roll at the school and am eligible and willing
to serve as a parent governor

I confirm that I am not disqualified from becoming a parent governor (see
attached disqualification criteria)

I understand that the post requires me to hold a DBS certificate (the school
will apply for the check if you are successful)

I confirm that I am able to fulfil the role including by attending meetings
as required, and by contributing to governance work outside formal
meetings.

Signed:

Date:

Please include a few details about yourself and why you would like to become a governor in the box below (no
more than 100 words). If an election is needed, this will be circulated to all parents to help them decide who

to vote for. You do not have to complete this section, but if you don’t you may put yourself at a disadvantage if
there is an election.

This letter contains important
information regarding booking into a
Flu catch up .

Childhood Flu programme 2021
Autumn Term 2021
Dear Parent/Carer
Community Clinics for those that missed the main school FLU session are now available to book online
here: -

https://www.oxfordhealthimms.co.uk/ClinicBooking/Booking
To book a clinic appointment, you will need the Booking Reference Number – found on the confirmation
email you will have received when the FLU Consent Form was submitted.
Clinics are being held across the County in December. Please do not book into the November Clinics
which are clearly marked for students that are Home Educated Only. Your child may not be vaccinated if
you book into a November Clinic.
If you missed the deadline to consent for the Flu vaccination, and now wish to submit a consent form,
please do so by following the link below, then follow the instructions above to book a clinic appointment.
CONSENT FORM
PLEASE CLICK ON THE FOLLOWING LINK

https://www.oxfordhealthimms.co.uk/forms/flu
You will need the following information to complete the form:
1. The unique code for your child’s school, which is: OX123047
2. Your child’s NHS Number
If you are not sure of your child’s NHS number, please follow these steps:
 Check your child’s red book or a clinic letter to find the 10-digit number
 Use the online NHS number finder link here
 Contact your GP surgery through their online/email advice line (where available)
 If these options aren’t successful, phone your GP surgery and speak to a receptionist
If you have any difficulties accessing or completing the Consent Form, please email
ImmunisationTeam@oxfordhealth.nhs.uk call the Immunisation Team on 07920 254 400
Yours sincerely

Susan Mahoney
Immunisation Team Leader, School Health Nursing

