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Dear Parents / Carers
Year 2 Dance
I was very proud of the 24 children from Year 2 that we took to perform a dance that they have
been learning at The New Theatre in Oxford; they were brilliant.
Comic Relief
We will be having our own fund raising day for Comic Relief next Thursday as the school is closed on
Friday. The children will be able to pay £1 to wear something whacky / red / own clothes etc and if
they want to bring another £1 there will be some activities that they can take part in at lunchtime,
including throwing a couple of wet sponges at either myself or Mr Howe.
School Streets
I know that many of you noticed the difference that not being able to run School Streets had on the
safety of the street outside school this week. In order to run School Streets we rely on our
volunteers who cannot always commit each day or session. If you would be able to add to the number
of volunteers available, then please contact me. We would love some additional support with this very
important scheme.
School Closed
A reminder that the school is closed on Friday 18 March.
Key Dates

17th March
18th March
28th March
4th April
6th April
8th April
th

26 April
29th April

Comic Relief day in school
SCHOOL CLOSED
Parent Interviews
Year 4 performance 2pm – 3pm
Year 4 performance 6pm
Break up for Easter @

2.30pm

Start term 5 - 8.45am
Weights & Measures – Reception & Year 6 children

Book Fair - Update
Thank you for your patience around receiving your child’s book order – the book fair was very
popular, and we had to order lots of extra copies of the books available. We have received some of
the books from Scholastic, which have been given out, and are still waiting for a few more which we
expect to arrive at the end of this week or early next week.
Many thanks,
Mr Furniss and Miss Atkinson

Orchestra
After Easter, orchestra will be on a Tuesday after school and not a Thursday. We appreciate that
this will be difficult for some of you, but it is unavoidable, as Mrs Graham will not be working on a
Thursday.
Choir and Orchestra Performance
The choir and orchestra will be performing LIVE in an assembly on the last morning of term. I will
confirm the time with Mrs Knapp and put it in the newsletter next week, but it will probably be
around 9.15.
Penny Dwyer
Yours faithfully

Lynn Knapp
Headteacher
(If any images below are missing please view the Newsletter on the School Website –
www.windmill.oxon.sch.uk)

Oxford Brookes Science Bazaar Saturdays will be hosting two wonderful sessions in March to
celebrate British Science Week! The one hour, interactive, virtual sessions held on Saturday 12th
March and Saturday 19th March are FREE, fun for all the family and most suitable for 5-12 years.
Active Organs
Saturday 12th March, 11am-12pm
Have you ever wondered what happens to your body when you exercise? Join Bright Sparks Science
to discover more about movement and the circulatory system! Also find out about an amazing project
(FORTEe) conducted by Oxford Brookes researchers Dr Peter Wright, Dr Kim Straun, Stan Windsor
and Hayley Marriott, which showcases the health benefits of exercise. FORTEe is set to be the
world’s largest study into the effects of exercise on the successful treatment of children with
cancer.
Registration for this virtual event is required. Please sign up here!
Plants Under Lenses
Saturday 19th March, 3pm-4pm
Join Oxford Brookes microscope specialists Dr Flavia Moreira-Leite and Ed Rea live from light
microscopes in the Oxford Brookes Centre for Bioimaging to explore the tiny details in plant leaves
and flowers that you can’t see by eye. Be sure to watch out for little creatures lurking between the
leaves!
Registration for this virtual event is required. Please sign up here!

Tech Holiday Camps
We are pleased to announce our Tech Holiday Camps are running on the 11th – 14th April 2022
and 19th – 22nd April at St Ebbe’s Primary School, Oxford, OX1 4NA.
Next Thing’s Tech Camps are all about making learning fun, encourage skill building and giving them
the opportunity to try something different. From programming challenges, Robot Coding, Photoshop
Skills, Minecraft, DJ mixing and LEGO programming, we have the all the creative boxes ticked!
Whether they are a tech whiz, or new to STEM education, let them come along and make new
friends, have a blast, and gain skills that will last a lifetime.

This Easter, we are implementing project-based learning across the full week of camp, we will start
our coding or tech-based project on the first day of camp and they will work on this for a few hours
each day, ultimately completing the project by the end of the week. If you have already attended our
previous camps, the activities this Easter will be different.
The main themes for each day are the following
Bot Builders and Coders
Meet our Robots and learn visual coding and programming skills that make it come to life! Kickstart
your career in STEM as you navigate your robot, create games and explore new challenges. This is a
great activity to help develop problem solving skills.
Engineering
We challenge children to create new inventions using modular electronics, helping to develop their
problem-solving skills. PLUS, Music Maker activity.
Media Madness
Unleash your inner creative genius and create your own music or start and produce your own film! The
opportunities are endless on our media day!
Circuitry
Flex your circuitry skills and build buggys, alarms, light sensors and more.
Creative Tech
Digital art, rocket propulsions, wearable technology, Augmented Reality, Virtual Reality and Laser
Tag. A fun-fuelled tech day awaits.
Our camps are for ages 5-11 only. Spaces are limited, for more information, please visit:
https://nextthing.education/product/oxford-st-ebbes-primary-school-2/

U13 Netball Squad – New Members Welcome
Will you be in Year 5,6 or 7 in September 2022 and are you looking for a fun Netball
Club?

Abbey is a sociable, inclusive netball club based in Headington,
Oxford. We are open to all girls and we are looking for committed
and enthusiastic new players for the ‘22/’23 winter season.

Come along to a taster session and see if you would like to join us in
September for the winter season!
Taster sessions for new players are being held at:
Rye St Antony School on Wednesday 23rd March and 30th March 6-7pm or
7-8pm depending on age.
To register your attendance at a taster session or to ask for more information please email
abbeynetballoxford@gmail.com
Check out our website for more information at http://abbeynetballoxford.weebly.com/

HEADINGTON SCHOOLS PARTNERSHIP : extended learning for all ages

10.03.22
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

FOR FAMILIES
DANCIN’ OXFORD SPRING FESTIVAL 4-14 March

https://www.dancinoxford.co.uk/whats-on/
workshops and exciting performances at the Pegasus, the Old Fire Station, the North Wall, the Playhouse
Theatres
SQUIDGE – Family dance workshop with Wriggle Dance
The North Wall, South Parade, OX2 7JN
Saturday March 12 12.30 - 1.15
ages 3 – 8 (and their grown ups!)
Do you like to squish and squash? Is your grown-up ticklish? Join Wriggle’s performers for a special creative
dance SQUIDGE workshop, where grown-up and child get to move, play and dance together with lots of sensory props.
Let’s explore how things feel, how they make us move, what makes you go ‘yuk’? what makes you want to snuggle up
like a bug? How do we use our sense of touch? Come along to this workshop where you can have a go and find out a
bit more about Wriggle’s show, SQUIDGE
£5 – or FREE if also booking tickets for the show…. which is £8, £6 concessions = over 60s, under 18s,
students, unwaged, registered disable
https://www.dancinoxford.co.uk/event/squidge-family-dance-workshop-with-wriggle-dance/
Do you squish or squash, handshake or hug, stretch out or snuggle in like a bug?
SQUIDGE Saturday 12 March 11.00 & 2.00 is a truly magical and funny interactive dance show with live music
and digital projection, which takes a light-hearted look at our sense of touch and how it influences our everyday lives.
At the heart of the piece is a tale of friendship, compromise and how each and every one of us need touch to make us
feel alive. An immersive shared experience to delight children and their grown-ups alike. Interact with the magical light
up boxes which enthral and maybe even… tickle!
SQUIDGE is a beautiful sanctuary of space where parents can share some special time with their children.
https://www.thenorthwall.com/whats-on/wriggle-dance-theatre-squidge/
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------FAM JAM
Saturday March 26 10.30 – 12.00 Rose Hill Community Centre, Carole’s Way, OX4 4HF
1.30 – 3.00
Ark-T, Crowell Road, OX4 3HF
FAM JAM is a disco, with a DJ on the decks, created for all young family dancers to enjoy. The music and games are
specially selected for adults and their children with face painting and lots more to get involved in.
Everyone aged 11 and under, and their families, is welcome so come and join the party.
Pay What You Can – no need to book
https://www.dancinoxford.co.uk/event/fam-jam-33/
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

BRITISH SCIENCE WEEK

11-20 March

https://www.britishscienceweek.org

A ten-day celebration of science, technology, engineering and maths
Lots to see and do on line – exciting age targeted packs to down load
https://www.britishscienceweek.org/plan-your-activities/activity-packs/
There’s a search facility for live events but nothing is so far registered in Oxford
https://sciencelive.net/whats-on/
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

SCIENCE OXFORD

The Science Oxford Centre, Stansfeld Park, Quarry Rd, OX3 8SB
check out the website for details of all events – every Saturday – book early – often fully booked
FAMILY DAYS - sessions every Saturday at 10.00-12.00, 12.30-2.30, 3.00-5.00

£6 per person or £20 for a family ticket (4 people, must include 1 adult) under 3s free
CREATIVE COMPUTING CLUB
10.00 - 11.30, 12.30 – 2.00, 3.00-4.30

occasional Saturdays
next on 12 March
for ages 9-12
£8 + booking fee per child – accompanying adult free

SATURDAY SCIENCE CLUBS
monthly Saturdays
next on 26 March
for ages 5-9
10.00 - 11.30, 12.30 – 2.00, 3.00-4.30 £8 + booking fee per child – accompanying adult free
booking essential for all events www.scienceoxford.com
join the mailing list for early notification of events!

01865 810 000

info@scienceoxford.com

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

MINDGROWING : OXFORD UNIVERSITY’S MUSEUMS
OXFORD MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY

https://www.oumnh.ox.ac.uk/

http://mindgrowing.org/
Parks Road, OX1 3PW

https://oumnh.ox.ac.uk/events – FREE ENTRY

SUPER SCIENCE SATURDAY: FANTASTIC MINIBEASTS Saturday 12 March 12.00-4.00 targeted at age 8+
Celebrate minibeasts great and small at this fun family science fair - meet experts to find out all you wanted to know
about tiny creatures like insects, spiders and more.
drop in, no booking required – FREE

INSECTS: BEASTIES OR BESTIES?

Saturday 12 March
1.00 & 2.30
targeted at age 6+
Interactive family performance all about insects - meet a museum visitor, with a dislike of insects, who is confronted by a
giant talking dung beetle - the unlikely pair take a journey, looking at the wonderful, and vitally important, roles of insects
in our world.
Please note that the show will be held in the Museum's Lecture Theatre which has a capacity of 195 seats and social
distancing will not be in place. Visitors are encouraged to wear a face mask for the duration of the show and hand
sanitiser will be available when you enter/exit the show. Booking is essential. FREE but must be booked

FAMILY FRIENDLY SUNDAYS Sunday 20 March 2.00-4.00
Family friendly trails, crafts, and more, all provided by Museum volunteers.

drop in, no booking required – FREE

AUTISM FRIENDLY OPENINGS
Saturday 2 April, Tuesday 19 April 9.00 - 10.00
OUMNH & Pitt Rivers
A relaxed morning opening to explore the Museum collections in a quiet environment for families with members on the
Autism spectrum. More information, including a visual guide, will be emailed to attendees a week prior to the event to
help you to prepare for your visit. Please note that although this is a relaxed opening, there may still be noises in the
Museum, so please bring along ear protectors if required.
Booking is essential : to secure a place or join our mailing list, please email education@oum.ox.ac.uk
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

PITT RIVERS MUSEUM
PLAY! GAMES AT THE MUSEUM

Parks Road OX1 3PY
Thursday 17 March 6.00 - 8.00

As part of the current Play! Project, immerse yourself in the world of games : a games night with a difference in this after
hours event in the galleries with giant games - pass the parcel - a scavenger hunt highlighting "play" in the collection
plus music, lights and bar. FREE but must be booked
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/play-games-at-the-museum-tickets-243528218457
Please note that because this is an After Hours event, entry will be via the South Door on Robinson Close : access is
through the metal gates opposite Rhodes House on South Parks Road.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ASHMOLEAN MUSEUM but offsite
PAINTING IN THE PARK
Family art workshop FLO'S - THE PLACE IN THE PARK
Rymers Lane, OX4 3JZ
Saturday 26 Mar 1.00 –4.00 with artist Francesca Shakespeare
FREE drop-in family event - meet at the Naturescape, next to the tennis courts
http://www.flosoxford.org.uk/
Express your creativity in the outdoors by painting nature around you, at a family art workshop inspired by “Pissarro
and the Impressionists” on display at the Ashmolean. Artist Francesca Shakespeare will be on hand to help your
family create your masterpieces. Materials are provided, just bring your imagination!
Finished work will be on display at the Ashmolean during Artweeks in May
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ON STAGE FAMILY SHOW
OYMT (Oxfordshire Youth Music Theatre, part of the Oxfordshire County Music Service) presents Rogers and
Hammerstein’s Oklahoma at Radley College theatre, Radley, OX14 2HR
Thursday 31 March, Friday 1 & Saturday 2 April at 7.30 pm
tickets £19/£17 from wegottickets.com/oklahoma

Saturday 2 April at 2.30 pm

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

FOCUS ON ADULTS
OXFORD POETRY LIBRARY – OXFORD PIN

https://oxfordpoetrylibrary.com/oxford-poetry-pin/
Write your own poem about where you live – a haiku for Headington? a ballad for Barton? - and pin it to the
Oxford map for others to read
Oxford.PoetryPin.info
Oxford Poetry Library is based at The Community Works, 21 Park End Street, OX1 1HH and is currently open on
Fridays and Saturdays, 12.00-3.00 for you to browse and borrow from the collection
https://oxfordpoetrylibrary.com/hours-and-locations/

https://makespaceoxford.org/the-community-works/

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CHATHEALTH from NHS Oxford Health

launched on 14 February

ChatHealth is a new safe and secure text messaging service between healthcare professionals and service
users that provides confidential help, advice and signposting support
ParentLine from Health Visitors (for ages 0-5)
07312 263 081
feeding – toileting – sleep – childhood illnesses – child development - behaviours
ParentLine from School Health Nurses (for ages 5-11)
07312 263 227
diet and healthy lifestyles – toileting – sleep – bullying – behaviours -- general and emotional help
ChatHealth from School Health Nurses for young people (ages 11-19)
07312 263 084
relationships – mental health and wellbeing – self harm – smoking – diet and exercise – sleep – drugs and
alcohol
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Lesley Williams – Headington Partnership Coordinator

lesley.williams@headingtonpartnership.co.uk

07982 439 828

