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Achievement through Creativity, Community and Challenge   

 

 

Value for September  – Unity        08 September 2023 

 

Dear Parents / Carers 

 

Please may I start by giving a huge welcome to all the new families who have joined Windmill this week. 

We hope that you will all be very happy with us. I am rapidly learning the names of the new children who 

have joined Reception and across the school but please forgive me if I am still not quite accurate yet! 

 

Safe Buildings 

You will all be delighted to know that there is no RAAC concrete in Windmill. 

 

Communication 

Last April we carried out a survey about communication across the school and many families wanted to 

receive the weekly newsletter via email. If you have received this email via the App or another method 

but would really prefer email, please email me on head.2527@windmill.oxon.sch.uk and I will add you to the 

contact list. You can find a breakdown on school communication in the new Parent handbook. (see below) 

 

Parent Handbook 

Another suggestion from the survey was to have some form of parent handbook that gives you an 

overview of the school including what key events look like. We have responded to this and the link to the 

new Parent handbook is here.  

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1z5xWRKw-swLLfdvgjR_PwV0Nzmzcm7Vp?usp=drive_link 

(You might need to copy and paste this link into your internet search bar) 

 

Key Dates 

We are currently finalizing key dates for up and coming events this year. The list will be sent to you with 

the newsletter next Friday. A copy of the date list will also be kept in the google folder with the staff 

handbook. 

 

Healthy Snacks for Morning Break 

I know that there has been a lot of discussion about what constitutes a healthy snack, so I want to clarify 

what snacks we consider to be appropriate for the children. I have also consulted the NHS healthy snack 

website to see what they recommend. They are:- 

• Fresh fruit 

• Fresh raw vegetables eg carrot sticks, celery, cherry tomatoes etc 

• A couple of bread sticks 

• Dried fruit / Processed whole fruit snacks (Please be aware though that these are not good for 

children’s teeth) 

• Oatcakes 

• Cheese and a cracker 

The children should not have crisps, chocolate, sweet biscuits or sweets or any other high fat / high 

sugar snack. These will be taken off them if we see them eating them. We also don’t want them eating a 

sandwich from their lunchbox as they will be hungry later.  

 

Musical Instruments 

We are pleased to tell you that there are still a few spaces available for instrumental lessons at 

Windmill.  Learning an instrument is a wonderful experience for young people, both on a musical and social 

level.  There are many studies to support the belief that music can help pupils in other areas of learning, 
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as well as boosting pupils' confidence.  We are very lucky that we are provided for by Oxfordshire County 

Music Service which is an 'outstanding music service' with an international reputation.  We have flute, 

clarinet, guitar, brass, drums, violin, cello and now piano lessons available here at school- if you would like 

to sign your child up please do so ASAP using the link below.  

 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/music-service/music-lessons/learning-instrument  

 

The website also includes more detailed information about OCMS, prices and instrument hire.  Lessons 

will be allocated on a first come first served basis.  Families who receive certain benefits may be eligible 

for free lessons, instrument hire and ensemble membership.  Please contact OCMS to check eligibility 

before making an application for lessons.  

 

Autumn Fayre Raffle Prizes 

The parent group who are organising the Autumn Fayre are trying to get a range of raffle prizes 

together. If you think you could contribute something, please contact Alastair Howard via 

alastairhoward@hotmail.com . 

 

 

Key Dates 

 

 

14 October 2023 Autumn Fayre  - 1pm – 4pm 

 

Year 2 Parent Meeting Wednesday 13th September at 2.30pm in TIGER Class  

Dear Parents / Carers, Hello and welcome to Year 2! 

 

It has been lovely to meet many of you in the small playground at pick up and drop off. 

 

The children are settling well, and we are so proud of them already. 

 

I would like to invite you to a meeting to talk through the timetable and learning we will be doing in Year 2 

and how you can support your child. Please don’t worry if you can’t attend as we will be sending out minutes 

of the meeting and any issues discussed. 

 

In the meantime, if you have any immediate concerns don’t hesitate to contact the class teacher by email. 

Tigers – arosewarne@windmill.oxon.sch.uk, Mandarins – mpunjani@windmill.oxon.sch.uk, Startfish – 

jaspden@windmill.oxon.sch.uk  

 

Look forward to seeing you soon. 

 

Mrs Aspden and the Year 2 team. 

 

Green Club 

The new email is greenclub.windmill@gmail.com 

 

If your child was attending the Green Club last term please could you send a message to our new Green 

Club email address above to confirm that they would still like to continue attending this term. The club 

will run from September to October half term. Thank you. Maria. 

 

PTA News 

Welcome back to a new term from the PTA Committee. We would like to extend a particular welcome to 

families new to Windmill. This link tells you a little bit more about who we are and what we 

do: https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1jeDXzgZ5F6K4FI63lEzP3I-Fm5wCdBw0R2ulHmyc3TQ/edit 

 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/music-service/music-lessons/learning-instrument
mailto:alastairhoward@hotmail.com
mailto:arosewarne@windmill.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:mpunjani@windmill.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:jaspden@windmill.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:greenclub.windmill@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1jeDXzgZ5F6K4FI63lEzP3I-Fm5wCdBw0R2ulHmyc3TQ/edit


 

In short, we organise a range of social and fundraising events throughout the year. Last year we spent 

almost £10,000 on a range of nice extras for our children including subsidising trips and classroom 

resources. This term we are holding out Autumn Fayre on Saturday 14th October 1-4pm. It is always a fun 

event with stalls and games for all the family. Put the date in your diary. 

 

PTA Meeting Wednesday 13th Sep 

Next week is our first PTA meeting of the year. We would love you to join us. The meeting will be held 

online on Wednesday 13th September at 7.30pm - 9pm. It is a great opportunity to find out more about 

all things Windmill. First-time attendees are always very welcome and whilst cameras and comments are 

welcome, feel free to just listen in for some or all of our meeting. The zoom link to join 

is https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8472552140 

 

This meeting will focus on the Autumn Fayre. The Agenda will be finalised and published on Classlist in the 

next couple of days. If there is anything you would like added to the agenda, please 

email WindmillPTA@gmail.com. 

 

Not on Classlist yet? Join here: https://classlist.page.link/ybx64Vez1qZGBk4E6 

 

Fayre Advertising Boards 

With the Autumn Fayre in mind there are a couple of things we could use some help with. In previous 

years, Finders Keepers have sponsored us, and they are willing to do the same again this year. They would 

like to put up 25 boards locally to advertise the Fayre. Would you be willing to have a board outside your 

house? If so, please fill out this form with your address: 

 https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf_fHSy4b_FyxFm_d907xXefXTtW3bJx_HUYP5YW58-

SNrtsw/viewform?usp=sf_link 

 

Autumn Fayre Raffle 

One of our biggest fundraisers on the day is the raffle. We already have a number of great prizes that 

have been donated, but we are appealing to the generosity of our parent community for a few 

more.  Prizes do not have to be physical objects, perhaps you are, or you know a local business owner who 

might be able to offer a voucher? Perhaps you have a skill and could offer your expertise? Please get in 

touch, we would love to hear from you. alastairhoward@hotmail.com or windmillpta@gmail.com 

 

Class reps 

Thanks for a brilliant response to my request for class reps. Almost all classes now have a rep. At the 

time of writing, there are just 3 classes still in search of someone. Mandarin, Geckos, Blue Jay & Lilac. 

Strawberries & Hedgehogs both have a lone rep in place who would love a partner! Let me know if you can 

help windmillpta@gmail.com  

 

To find out more about what is involved: 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1uNoqcZRUQ_A0jM09dO3A-

E0IPwXFcLu2rNtuKFDQ9EI/edit?usp=sharing 

 

School Dinners / Packed Lunch 

The cost of school dinners for term 1 (Tues 5Sept – Fri 20 Oct) is £81.60. Please note that school 

meals must be ordered and paid for in advance. If you pay weekly (£12.00), payments must be paid by 

Monday morning for the week ahead. Please use the School Gateway App to make lunch money payments. 

 

Download the free app. Search School Gateway in your app store and download. 

Apple iphone users http://schoolgateway.co.uk/iosdownload 

Android phone users http://schoolgateway.co.uk/androiddownload 

A reminder that pupils must have either school meals all term or packed lunches all term, we cannot cater 

for children having meals on odd days. 
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IMPORTANT - If your child would like to switch their meal preference, please email the 

school office on office.2527@windmill.oxon.sch.uk on or before the first day of term. If we are unaware 

that your child has switched from packed lunch to school dinner, a dinner will not have been ordered for 

them and if your child switches from school dinner to packed lunch and you have not informed the office, 

you will be charged for the meal that has been prepared. 

 

Year 3 - May we also remind year 3 parents and carers that once your child reaches Year 3 you will need 

to start paying for school dinners. If you no longer wish your child to have a dinner then please let the 

Office staff know as soon as possible as you will be charged if you do not make us aware.  

 

If you are in receipt of any income related benefits you may still be able to claim free school meals, 

please check with the office if you think you may be eligible. The office email address is 

office.2527@windmill.oxon.sch.uk.  

 

School Clubs 

The club list is available on the extra-curricular activities section of the school website:  

https://www.windmill.oxon.sch.uk/page/?title=Extra+Curricular+Activities&pid=19 

There are a few details to be confirmed these will be added as soon as they are available. Please book 

your child a place with the club leader before sending them to a school club. Many have limited places 

available. Children not on the club register will not be accepted. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

Lynn Knapp 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

Vacancies on our website:- www.windmill.oxon.sch.uk  

 

• Morning (2 hours between 5.00am and 9.00am) or Evening (3.00pm – 5pm) Cleaner 

 

If you are interested in any of these positions please complete the OCC Support Application Form 

(downloaded from our website) and return to office.2527@windmill.oxon.sch.uk.  

mailto:office.2527@windmill.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:office.2527@windmill.oxon.sch.uk
http://www.windmill.oxon.sch.uk/
mailto:office.2527@windmill.oxon.sch.uk


 

  



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 


